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BY Adam Bernard

rian Ray has led a fascinating musical life. His
resume includes being Paul McCariney's guitarist,
baszist and backup vocalist, spending 14 vears as
Etta Jama's musical director and guitarist, and sharing
stages with the likes of Keith Richards, Santana, Joe
Cockes, Bonnle Raitt, John Les Hooker and Eo Did-
dley. Ray has also worked with Shakira, The Bangles,
and Adam Cohen and cofaborated with Peter Framp-
ton and Rita Coclidge. In addifion ta all this Ray has
penned & leng kst of famous songs. including co-
writing Smckey Robinson's "Cne Heartbeal "  Finally
Fay hes released his own album, Maonoo Magneta, and
recently he sat down with us to talk about warking with
50 many legends, playing the Super Bowd, and
burmping the president from an elevator

L . “
Jdonfhinkihst people really know what to expect be-
(cayse’l spent-14 years with Efta James so they think
i, he's going te ba a roctsy guy, righ!? Then ['ve been
playing with Paul MeCarlney for four years so OK,
hi's going to be a Brit-Pop guy, night? | guess you look
at my background and I'm from the states. I'm from
Glendale, California and was raised in sart of the hol
period of rock nroll. The 60's was whal | was raksed
an so | guess my music is informed by all those things,
by the kind of music that brought me to Efta Jarmes,
that excited me about music in the mid-80's. 2nd the
Brit-Pop stuff, | think that people come with a lot of
curiosity but they don't really know what I'm gonna
bring. | guess my music ¥ somewhers between all
those things, it's rock with a pap sensibility but it's
infarmead by rhythm and blues and blues music that
formed rock n rok,

It's amazing. There are nights where we're on slage
together, ona night In particutar where we had |ust
gotten footlights installed on the stage. \We had been
without them up to this point and were in the middle of
the show, | look over at Paul and he's wearing like a
purple sorta Mehru collared sport coat and he's looking
like he's 25 and the footlights are onand ['m fike what
does this remind me of? | said ol my God this jooks
just like Shea Stadiumi. I'm standing here nesxt (o Faul
fucking McCartney and it just gave me goosebumps in
moment, Then there are offer moments, like the
ﬁ day of rehearsal with them. We plugged in to play
firat sang with him which | think was “Helle
Gaodbye” and just the buzz of hea his woice carme
throwgh the monitors on 8 song that is in &l of our DMNA
by o wias quite & thrill,




Ya know what, | got the call through Abe Laboriel Jr., the drummer. Abe and | had been
playing In France for years with a couple of diferent French artists and when Abe gof the
call to do Paul's Driving Rain record | was really excited for him and expressed to hirm that
hot at that, He apparently just went over to
fng Rain, and let him krow that | would be a good call far
o wtu.. nd sing. David Kahne gave me a call and
said hey we're g F 1the Super B to docone song, would you be willing to
comea down o my a and meei -.-.«11h me an-:l see i this might be a good fit? Sothat's
whal happemed. | went down, talked to |'IIITI |t f=lt n;-all,' -:j-}al:l_ he said ha
feeling ::Lm-.Jr this, I'm g¢ ‘|I|1_;| o p -
pI-Jrlu tr1rr|_

¢ and WeTe being escorted cut by security right at the end of
the game and we're irg in this big tor and the security holds back a crowd to give
tar and in the crowd, being held back so that we can gat on the
ush senior. Ve oul-heavied George Bush senwr to the elevator!

And | have the jewelry, 1oo. | 'was ready man. | have 2o0me shit going on You wouldn't

‘s Bka you wriile 8 song, you write a bunch of average songs, you write a couple of
md | w B ay like my life depended on . b even though
I wasn't yet being paid for i ¢ and then wea o song. WWe submitted it to Smaokey
fos his appraval, and o oy ; i and we got a call that
1 onna cut i 'Thuma:lay coma on In and t-rlng
i e writing for three
stunning, y and that mei
written just for him and it's just rF-HIh- ple.aqlnq when something Ilhethat hits its merk and
vou're recognized for it

| don't really consider all of those peeple and all of those years and all
records did when | got

you that then infarms. your waork as y
something (s coming cul that was Informed by Paul MoCartney wntil It's out on the table and
on the tape recarder. For instance | wrote a song on the new record cafled All | Know and
it's about a guy who's a real player who finds he really doesn know much of amthing be-
I she has proven to him that he doesn't know shit. “All |
5 the hm:-h; and when | finished writing rhl'-'.. song it 2l came out

T
same kind of EiIZP'EI'iEI'IE-E some kind
some kind of joy, or some kind of narrative. Some kind of topical songwriting as well
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